
 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry GPO Box 858 Canberra ACT 2601 Australia.  

Telephone 1800 900 090 

19 March 2024  

Market access notice 2024/03 

Feeder bull testing for Israel 
Species: Cattle 

Classification(s): Feeder 

Market(s): Israel 

Attention 
• Licenced livestock exporters 

• Accredited veterinarians 

• Meat and Livestock Australia 

• LiveCorp 

• Australian Livestock Exporters’ Council 

• Departmental staff 

Purpose 
To reiterate to livestock exporters and accredited veterinarians how they must comply with the 

Trichomonas foetus (T. foetus) and Campylobacter fetus subs. Veneralis (C. fetus) testing 

requirements for feeder cattle (non-castrated males) being prepared for export to Israel. 

Key points 
• The import requirements for feeder cattle (non-castrated males) destined to Israel include 

testing requirements for T. foetus and C. fetus. 

• For each consignment, exporters may choose to either test every animal from a property of 

origin (individual testing) or test a sample of the animals from a property of origin (property 

testing) in accordance with the import requirements. 

• Exporters may choose to perform individual testing for a proportion of the consignment and 

property testing for the remaining proportion. 

• To demonstrate compliance with these import requirements, exporters must hold and/or 

provide information consistent with the instructions below. 

• For property testing, the department has developed and provided exporters, upon request, with 

an epidemiological calculator and guidance material to facilitate determining how many animals 

on the property of origin need to be tested. Some of this material is at Attachment A. 



 

Market access notice 2024/03 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

2 

• Consistent with previous advice to exporters, the results of property testing are not valid for 

multiple consignments. Where an exporter chooses to undertake property testing, new testing 

must be done for every consignment.  

Instructions 
1) Exporters of feeder cattle (non-castrated males) to Israel must arrange for the animals to be 

tested in accordance with the importing country requirements. 

2) For the department to issue the necessary health certification, for each option, the exporter 

must receive the following information from the veterinarian(s) who did the testing: 

a. For individual testing, the veterinarian's record of testing each individual animal and the 

laboratory test results with an included identification/tag list. 

b. For property testing, the veterinary declaration and spreadsheet to confirm the testing of 

breeding bulls for each pathogen in accordance with the Israeli import requirements. These 

must include details of the total numbers of breeding bulls on each Property Identification Code 

(PIC), number of breeding bulls tested, and the date and results of testing. 

Note: For property testing, a breeding bull is a bull that weighs 250kg or more. 

3) Consistent with the regulatory framework, exporters must hold and/or provide the records 

listed at item 2 depending on which option(s) they choose for each consignment. 

4) Exporters should contact livestockexp@aff.gov.au to request a copy of the epidemiological 

calculator and guidance material if needed. 

Background 
The import requirements for feeder cattle (non-castrated males) being prepared for export to Israel 

include: 

2. EITHER 

a) A sample (large enough to provide 95% confidence that Trichomonas foetus and 

Campylobacter fetus subs. Veneralis were not present at a prevalence of 5% or greater; test 

sensitivity < 90%) of randomly selected breeding bulls from each herd of origin, of the exported 

bulls, gave a negative result to culture of preputial swabs for both pathogens in accordance 

with prescribed procedures in the OIE Manual, 

OR 

b) The bulls for export gave a negative result to culture of preputial swabs for both Trichomonas 

foetus and Campylobacter fetus subs. Veneralis in accordance with prescribed procedures in the 

OIE Manual. 

 
Patrick Cass 
Director 
Live Animal Export Branch 
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
 
Contact officer: Tim Naylor / Louise Mulcahy 
Phone: 02 6272 4581 

Email livestockexp@aff.gov.au  
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Attachment A: 

Minimum sample sizes for property testing based on test sensitivity of 89% to provide 95% 

confidence of detection at a prevalence of 5%. 

Note: A property of origin must have a minimum of 28 breeding bulls in order for property testing to 

take place. A statistically significant result cannot be achieved for 27 breeding bulls or less. For a 

property of origin with 27 breeding bulls or less, all individual bulls for export must be tested as per 

the importing country's requirements. 

Note: For property testing, a breeding bull is a bull that weighs 250kg or more. 

Number of breeding bulls on property Minimum sample size 

1 to 27 inclusive N/A – See note above. 

28 28 

29 29 

30 30 

31 30 

32 31 

33-34 32 

35-36 33 

37-38 34 

39-40 35 

41-42 36 

43-44 37 

45-46 38 

47-49 39 

50-52 40 

53-54 41 

55-58 42 

59-61 43 

62-65 44 

66-69 45 

70-73 46 
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74-78 47 

79-83 48 

84-89 49 

90-95 50 

96-102 51 

103-110 52 

111-120 53 

121-130 54 

131-143 55 

144-157 56 

158-174 57 

175-195 58 

196-221 59 

222-255 60 

256-298 61 

299-358 62 

359-446 63 

447-587 64 

588-849 65 

850-1507 66 

1508-6285 67 

6286 to 1,000,000 68 

 

 

 

 

 


